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we find that Rajah Prithu admonished his subjects to worship God, as it would be ail act of great kindness to him. After the conversation with the people, the king returned into a private part of the palace for the transaction of business. He was then engaged in military exercises. After breakfast he held a review of his forces. At sunset he performed his religious duties. He then resumed business and disposed of the reports submitted by reporters and emissaries. At dinner there was music as a source of recreation. At midnight he discussed with a minister such subjects as what constitutes virtue, lawful pleasure, the proper means of acquiring wealth, the best kind of education, the marriage of daughters. From the Dasa Kumar it appears that the day and night were each divided into eight portions, corresponding accordingly to one hour and a half ; and they are thus disposed of: Day, first portion ; the king, being dressed, is to audit his accounts ; second, he is to pronounce judgment in suits appealed to him ; third, he is to breakfast; fourth, he is to receive and make presents ; fifth, to discuss political questions with his ministers and councillors ; sixth, he is, as stated *in the drama, his own master ; seventh, he is to review the troops ; eighth, he holds a military council. Night, first portion ; the king is to receive the reports of his spies and envoys ; second, he sups or dines ; third, he retires to rest after the perusal of some sacred work ; the fourth and the fifth portions, or three hours, are allowed for sleep; in the sixth, he must rise and purify himself; in the seventh, he holds a private consultation with his ministers, and furnishes the officers of government with instructions; and the eighth is appropriated to thepurohita or priest, the Brahman, and religious ceremonies, after which the business of the day is resumed, (Wilson's note on Hero and Nymph).
According to Manu, there should be seven or eight ministers for consultation, singly and collectively, on peace, war, the forces, the revenue, the protection of the people, the distribution of acquired wealth, the charge of the gold and gem mines, and other works for amassing wealth. There were also the royal ambassador, and commander-in-chief, the king himself regulating the treasury, la the Santi Purva, Bhisma recommends the formation of a legislative council, to be composed of eight Brahmins, well versed in.the Vedas, eight Khatryas, armed and powerful, twenty-one of the most opulent Vaisyas, three Sudras, humble and pure, and one Sooth versed in the puranas. In a political point of view the different castes were thus recognised and treated alike.
Narada's questions to Tudisthira embrace the duties of the king. They refer to agriculture, trade, repairs of the forts, construction of buildings, income and expenditure, administration of the city and country, As to the forts, they should be well supplied tyidi